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POWERS OF ATTORNEY 

 

What is a Power of Attorney? 

 

A Power of Attorney is a legal document that you make to allow someone (the ‘Attorney’) to make decisions on your behalf.   

There are different sorts of Power of Attorney for different circumstances including a General Power of Attorney and a Lasting 

Power of Attorney (LPA).  A Power of Attorney must be made when you are fully mentally capable. 

 

A General Power of Attorney will cease if you lose capacity.  An LPA is more complicated and time consuming but will continue 

if you lose capacity. 

 

An LPA can only be used when it is registered with the Office of Public Guardian and a registration fee per document paid. A 
General Power of Attorney does not require registration.   
 

There are two types and we recommend you have both:  

 

A Financial Decisions LPA, allows your Attorney to make financial decisions on your behalf about your property and affairs.   It 

does not allow your Attorney to make decisions about your personal welfare. 

 

A Health and Care Decisions LPA allows your Attorney to make decisions on your behalf about your personal welfare, including 

whether to give or refuse consent to medical treatment on your behalf and deciding where you live if you have lost capacity.  It 

does not allow your Attorney to make decisions about your property and affairs.   

 

What will a Financial Decisions LPA let the person I have chosen do on my behalf? 

 

A Property and Affairs LPA, enables your Attorney(s) to make exactly the same kind of decisions you can make now about your 

money and property.  These decisions might include but not be limited to: 

 

 buying or selling any land, buildings or other assets; 

 opening, closing or operating any bank, building society or other account;  

 claiming, receiving and using all benefits, pensions, and allowances, on your behalf. 
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What will a Health Care Decisions LPA let the person I have chosen do on my behalf? 

 

Only if you have lost capacity your Attorney(s) can make decisions that are in your best interests and they could include: 

 

 agreeing to or refusing consent to certain types of healthcare;   

 whether you remain in your home;  

 whether you should move into a residential or nursing home; 

 deciding on what level of care you may require; 

 arranging for you to undertake work or education; 

 taking you on a holiday or authorising someone else to.   
 

Your Attorney may also make personal welfare decisions about more day-to-day issues such as your diet, daily routine etc.   

 

An LPA is a very powerful legal document and you should appoint Attorneys you trust.  You can cancel or alter an LPA at 

anytime when you still have capacity. 

 

Can I appoint more than one Attorney? 

 

Yes and it is wise to appoint at least two people, if you can.  It may be appropriate to appoint a family member together with 
someone independent of the family as a second Attorney e.g. your Solicitor.   
 
 
 
We hope this short guide has assisted you in thinking about Lasting Powers of Attorney and will be pleased to meet with you to 
discuss their suitability and use. 
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